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F AM, THE MEN
who have raced for
thf pole, Fridtjof
Nansen is probably
lh» most earnest, th-.*
most brilliant in his
conception of the dif¬
ficulties to be over¬

come, and the most
technically scientific
in hi*3 dt sire for in¬
formation concerning
the Arctic zone. Th.
spectacular element
in this search for th *

"or'h-mm'.Ht spot on eanh does not inter¬
est him. His greatest desire is that his
arctic explorations may enable him to
prove some scientific theories and point out
some scientific facts. Concerning this point
we are enabled to quote from a magazine
article written by him and soon to be
published, his ideas of the practical utility
cf reaching the north pole. He says:

There are a good many scientific re¬
searches which are much needed in the
polar regions. 1 may mention here mag¬
netic and meteorological observations The
magnetism of the earth ,,n.l its strange
changes has l>ein and is a rid lie, and we
do not yet know much about this mys¬
terious force. The greatest lack in our
knowledge about it is, however, that we
have not sufficient magnetic observations

lho l*°lar regions. We need con¬
tinuous .bservalions carried on for y.-,rs
th. re. On board the Fram vv got a con-
in""iis series tor three years: other expe-
olt.ons have also brought luck valuable

«h .'w t
,his is sufficient. We

***"M ',ave It from ever) part of the
unknown north, and we cninot possibly

f" It is not necessary to point
cut theimportance of knowledge of tins
Kind. It is not only that the magnetic nee-

to^ In'l"'n IV ,lis wa»" lroni If n,l
to land and from harl-.r to harbor; but the
know., ige of the tern stria) magnetism
rn rn n'"T r "ays h"'n of bene-

1inl? u ll:,s tM,n one of the step-
P,nt> stones for our evolution.

The -\retie Situation.
"As to meteorology, it is now generally

understood of what great importance this
science really is; but it is still in Its in¬
fancy. and none of us can tell what it will
have in th" future, when it has been fur¬
ther developed, and we can more fully ex¬

plain the various climatic changes in or-
uer to understand these, however, we need
a complete knowl.-lgc of ihe physical con¬

s'r£p the atmnspb.^. in all parts of the
surface of the earth. We have now ob¬
tain.,! tolerably go.i.1 knowledge in this
respect of the known regions, and we hav-
meteorological stations almost everywh.-r-
in the Inh ibited part of the globe. Hut the
polar regions still remain, and I cannot
emphasize too much the importance of
further r search th r., as the atmospheriei
conditions are so diverse from those pre¬
vailing in better known regions. We need
to know what influenee those extended
snow and ice-covered tracts with the long
polar day and the long pol ir night have oil
the atmosphere, ami we shall not be able to
?-xp.ain the atmospheric changes in our
awn latitudes before ww know more about
tills.

Is it i.f ary spe» ial ust to reaeh ihe
north ih-Ic li^elf? ) tiiintv it is. Not be¬
cause this mathematical r>oint has any
¦Fecial ******** or has may special acicn-
11" va! i- :iff- lent fro.n all other poiids
I. the unknown north, but because it i .s
for centuries i..,.n th- ambition of =.a-
faring nations to reach this point and
there pint their flaK. Ha,| thj,
dor. the la C ,'er th< |H.l. Will never l ease
It also c-ertairly is below t>.- dignitv of
man to ere-, a g, ai aid then give it up

r. t h 1 «,Mr,a0b''1- ' '».

, AK,""U. *J5 *retl 'Ufflcoltiea. no;

th-
' V' w:,h «.... across

the polar sea. as :i!i above, but
also l.y t.e hell. Of logs ;.r." sb |..M f,-
th- ,11. e:......i si 1. . ,t i . to be '^1

n''' ' long before this point is

rr'-ii i
K *? hav' tilis Hw!v

of u" *n. ,
US i"'h' "»'»h W« are ail

of u. apt i.i forget that it is scientific i,-

2S? w!?' h ou«ht Ik '-he sole object
of all explorations.
»!..« .he Vre.le May He Explored.
. How can ihis unknown region be ex-

wv'h .
' tH:nk ,her* ar" various ways in

h h it ought to lie .lone, as each of them
will certainly bring important results. I
think tne drift of the Fram has clearly
proved the . tlielem> ,h(. m0(Je Q. trav(1

which . would n^sari>1,er7ubl';e,t"
Hshed l't 'can' ^'1

^
an ^^arctiy be .Inubted thA>

this kCd1 to diin<u»ties of

expected. i *Tiele »w ,r*'a90nab,y
°a" a' "'"es* be tr'aveswl' vvith

proih-r 'provlsb',ns 'b.. mademTu7ih
55StSr,tf
^.Thke !°h.'h^r^urhr,a; h-7-toof^
glons afTortls the U-st °mfU"kfnown rt"

.
"n,y b> a sojourn of years ihat «-

^fu .y^ttalanSv ^
leal con^Uontof^h^e"!:^"'^, '"f

i?hip win Ih.'i
'°"gituue. The

will . r ainK e^r' ,,y ,Ru ice- "
kra.wn ... a [r'"' . l-e ui.-

Fram S route, a .oU'T.V'aT ..r;"rlh of the
far fr..m ihe pole jV-. f a ;"'>inra'<'' not

%rViti!n!" ""h'-
« lt su. h ,W .tan ,h;j- l l>- '".« for him-
MM surely ke kllensting' ta^'SSSS!!
ili:v. T,e tniij o, th., Ls well ill. .

Mr MH ,;r"."ar "eard. whose tn-i.-i he 13°
>ir. ii^ar'l i» ,i> manv st, ri. . . v / 1J-

characteristic of the great explorer.0
>e»r|, ll«-eauae n «.||eKe Pr»fe,.,r.

It is not generally known." says Mr
Heanl - that Nansen once came ;ie3r re¬
linquishing his north |>ole project through
the agency of a college in Indiana. While
we wert traveling th-ougl. Indiana one da"
Nar-.r. said This .s the place where 1
nearly became a college professor' I ask
»S mh~ h" m, an«- "e "aid

k"

-ool^rinTh'.^n,^,?; n^e'l^^m0'
very near accepting It I Il Th cam'

templating my nrst trip to Greenland Cfn,i
ihoeti a 'T'!'"" wl1h m' "s to Whether I
Bhot.ld go to America and take ^

*orshit_, or undertake my ex^ditffn'T
Greenland It required a -reaf^Te I r a

liberation, hut finally I nS iif i. i?';
the Professorship* n

Tbe inside facts of Nansen's earlv life
are no! puMicly known, but he i'V'
brilliant a boy as he is a man. We
out the Other day for h quiet trip to Kiax
ara to s e.the fails, and while in a trolley
.'.Wh"WIJ Was ,lUklnK of mathematic*
w hen I was a boy.' he said I s0K-e.i

some problems which had never Wore
been solved. They thought they were go-

"i "l1111,'' a mnthernatieian of me.'
_ . ."aid tliat was news to me, and" asked
what were the problems. Then he hen'
med and hawed, for he didn't reme-nW

tog hoi" Irh ,T°rid for PXI ressing bis n.< an-

2?in o
nrKi">' 1 him if he could tell

»e In German. 'Kegelschnitt,' he sa d.th^t

£.C'£y , !' St""^ that Nansen!
as & noy. nucceeded in solving several prob-

lcms In confc sections by meana of geom¬
etry, and some of his solutions are still
used in the colleges of Norway. In hi3
leisure raorai nts h» had a tr.al at squaring
the circle. In his youth he also studied to
be an artist and carried his studies pretty
far. He did a good deal of sketching and
painting. This early practice is showing to
good advantage in the charts which he ex¬
hibits at lectures, and has led to the pro¬
duction of pictures of arctic scene and col-
or such as have never been equaled.
"After these early studies, he w?nt In for

zoology and took up other scientific pur¬
suits. W hile at a banquet, given N'ansen
some time ago Prof. Carl Lumholiz told
me that before he had known Nansen as
an explorei he had bean studying a book
on the nerve system of animals. In this
book tre author printed a new theory of
tne n-rious system, different from any
previously held. Since that time leading
anatomists have proved that this theory
was correct. The man who wrote that
uook was Nansen.

HI* Theories of Zoology.
"A few days after the banquet I got

hold of Nansen in the railroad car and ask¬
ed him for an explanation of his discov¬
ery. He said:
" 'That was when I was curator of the

Museum of Anatomy in Bergen. 1 made a
special study of the animal brain and ex¬
amined thousands of brains microscopical-

1 hat was the happiest time of my lire,
,1

like t0 go l,a<'K to it now.
Well. I discovered that the seat of the soui
::i animals, contrary to the human brain,
was not in the nerve center, where it had
o-en supposed to be, but at another point
of th<- brain.* He then went into technical
detail, which, however, would hardly be
understood by the layman. Then he said-
I printed that theory, although it was ab¬
solutely opposed to everything suggested
or heard of before that time. 1 wrote the
criminal bock in Kngiish.'
" 'Why did you do that?' I risked.
He explained that he preferred to write

such scientific books in French, German
or Kngiish. and said: T knew that if I
were to write it in any of these three lan-

Kridljof Nansen.

guages, every scientist of repute must read
it. inasmuch as any one failing to read
fetich works would be considered behind the
times. But. written in Norwegian. Hun¬
garian or other languages, seientiiic men
would have the excuse of not being able
to read the work; so I wrote it in Kngiish.'

Sansen nml HIm Wife.
"One time I said something about skat¬

ing. and Nansen exclaimed. 'I haven't
skated for seventeen years.' I remarked
that it was about time he took it up again.
'Well.' he said. '1 am proud of my skating,
but never get time for it any more. When
I was sixteen years old I devoted much
time ta the art. I defeated the champion
of Norway in a long-distance contest. I
use I to l.e quite fond of ligure skating
and so was ray wife. She is one of the
fir.est skaters in Norway."
"in the 1 Id days it was a fashionable

sport, and the place for skating was not
i-karpsno. as It is row, but in Christiania
harbor. opi>osit" the ancient fortress
Akershus Festning.' About 'J. o'clock in
tie- afternoon the nasthne began, and all
th. young felloes and girls used to be out
tnere. Nansen maintains that the Nor¬
wegian sk t's are the best in th< world
tor bath ligure skating and lorg distance.
I didn't see how they were adapted to lig-
ure skating. 'The kind I used.' he said,
'had scarcely any curve on the blade. They
were flat as they rested on the ground, but
Very wide in the center, ta; . ring toward
.he point and heel When you get that
blade on the ice and get over on the side
you have a curve. The skate gi.es the
et.rve vhen you lean over, and some very
lemarkable figures can be cut w1th them.'

Ski Jii in pi n k.

"N'ansen and his brother were born and
lived at 'Froen.' their father's country
place, in th< outskirts of Christians. There
was a little hill ihere. where they made
their first attempt at ski running. Snow-
shoeing in those days was almost entirely
confined to the peasants. The two brothers
took it up as a sport and began to get
rather proficient. and tried going down
hills. They found they could use them for
going down, as well as for making excur¬
sions through tho mountains. They dis¬
covered. at the suggestion of an expert
rrom the rural districts, that they coul 1
jump on them. The peasants generally had
never jumped with them, nor made much
progress. The boys induced other fellows
to take it up. In that way it became a
sport in Chrlstiania. and the Nansens did
all they could to make it popular. Now the
snow-shoe meeting in February is the great
ski meeting of the world.
"There is u very steep mountainside at

Holeinkollen. with a sheer descent of about
-15 degrees. Half way down there is a wall
built up, and the snow curves out to the
edge of the wall. The snow-sho«-rs (skl-
lobner) come down the hill at full speed
and when they strike this curve they shoot
l it, r' "Jf-w ,r" The lonK Jump record Is

ff,et- "hen they again regain the
ground there is no sudden Jolt, but th<-v
Vh.'. Eni' ,he s:im" direction ,i.,Vn
the hillside Both feet come down about
fiat, and the knees are bent in order to

first Hnl 'f heiieve Nansen formed the
111st club of snow shotrs in Norway and
He was very prominent in this club' The
< elebratlon of February 10 is a popularfete. Tile king always attends.

pQpu,ar

Kent a or the Skl-II»bner.
"Not only are the snow shoes wonderful

for jumping, but the skilled riders go
through the woods, among the trees, wind¬
ing paths, and even over the rocks You
would think they were going to dash out
their brains as they go down a wild slope.
In jumping down you imagine you are go-

rink.a foot In 8now. but the longski nold tho weight and you glide on I
remember once coming suddenly upon a
precipice. For a moment I was frightened
but I managed to throw myself down and
1 swept around to one side before i got
to the edge The beginner can seldom tell
how he w«li land; he may land with his
xhl ln alK ho:id first ,he sno«'.
The»e skiers become very expert Thev
can climb ten--es with the ski on. The
ski should be the length of the height of
a man with his hands extended to full
length, and are generally made of ash or
pine. Nansen says he has walked on thin
ice on his ski where dogs broke through
the surface.

Visit to Snnsen's Home.
"Nansen Is building a new house, near

the one where he now lives, In the suburb
of Christiania. It is a part of the large
estate which belonged to his grandfather
It is on a hill near the Fjord and the place
is only twenty minutes from Ohristlania
He lives very simply. His dwelling is a
log house of the special Norwegian type
made of small logs carefully joined to¬
gether. These houses are not finished up
inside with lining for two years after
building, m order to allow the logs to set¬
tle permanently. It is surrounded by a
palisade of roagh pine. There are alwavs
two or three dogs barking around. Fro'm
the front «loor of th« house you enter into
a small liall. covered with rug-.-i, leading
directly into the drawing room. Here Is
a grand piano, used especially by Madame
Nanrcn. In one corner is a bust of Nan¬
sen, by Leasing of Berlin. There are also

portraits of well-known people hanging
on the walls. There are paintings by Nor¬
wegian artists, especially by Otto Sinding.
There Is a small raised platform at one
side of the room, and on it an immense
carved sofa, like a throne, decorated with
Norwegian rugs. They resemble old orien¬
tal rugs. At one side is the entrance to
Nansen's studio, the most characteristic
part of the house. It is built out from
the main house itself. It has a roof of
earth over the wood work, and greens and
flowers grow thereon. It is a very large
room; there is an enormous working table
in the center, and books in cases are all
around the sides. He has about every
work ever written on arctic exploration,
and many of them are remarkable works.
There is one splendid set (a present made
to him by his admirers in Great Britain)
of all the English works on arctic explora-
tion, made up in uniform binding. Then
he has every kind of relic that you can
imagine, in the way of Eskimo clothing,
weapons and fire arms, snow shoes, har-
poons, etc. There is also a large full-
length oil painting of his wife. The tire-
place is immense. It juts out into the
room and extends right up to the roof
of the studio and is built of stone: about
six feet high and nine broad. There is
a door opening on to _a little veranda and
steps lead down to the grounds on the
banks of the Fjord. His windows look out
upon the Fjord, and bis thirty-six-ton
yacht lies opposite. It is named 'Wesle-
moy.' which is the old Norwegian for 'lit¬
tle girl'.named after his daughter.
"Xanscn is an accomplished linguist. He

makes speeches in English, French, Ger¬
man, L»atin and all the Scandinavian «an-
guages. His degree of doctor of science
is the highest degree conferred by Cam¬
bridge. There are but three or four be¬
side Nansen who have received this de¬
gree; Humboldt was one. The explorer is
probably the only one living holding the
degree."

ART AND ARTISTS.

The exhibition of the Water Color Club,
vhich Is now in progress at the new gal¬
lery of the 8. W. A., 1IVJ0 Connecticut ave¬
nue, was well attended during the early
part of this week by those who were anx¬
ious to have a tirst glimpse of this note¬
worthy collection. The pictures will be on
view until January X, and the attendance
is expected to reach its high-water mark in
the closing days or during the holidays,
when many people will be more at leisure.
In addition to the regular daily hours from
!. a.m. to 6 p.m., the gallery will be open on
Monday and Thursday evenings from S to
10.

*
* *

On Tuesday evening the Society of Wash¬
ington Artists met together for the second
time in its new home on Connecticut ave¬
nue. Twenty-one members were present,
and the annual election of officers took up
all the time allotted for the meeting. Rich¬
ard N. Brooke was elected president;
George Gibbs, vice president: Wells M.
Sawyer, secretary, and Charles Poor, treas¬
urer. The following members were chosen
for the executive committee of the ensuing
year: Edmund Clarence Messer, J. 11. Mo-
ser, Parker Mann, Robert Hinckley and
Robert Coleman Child. Several names were
proposed for membership before the ad¬
journment of the meeting.

*
* *

Mr. George E. Senseny a few days ago
had on exhibition at Veerhoff's a very
carefully studied figure composition. The
artist is a young man who has never been
represented in the local exhibitions and is
little known here, but his picture referred
to has excited no little interest, in col¬
oring and in the handling his work shows
in a noticeable degree the influence of Mr.
Hclmick, under whom he has studied, but
individual peculiarities of style are not
hacking.

*
# *

Lucien Powell expects to have an exhibi-
t'on of his work at Veerhoff's shortly after
Christmas, the collection to include a great
variety of subjects. He has already placed
in the gallery a large water color showing
a market sjene in an Italian town.

V

At thi last meeting of the Art Students'
League it was decided to make a special
feature of th; Saturday morning class for
children. While students of almost any
age have been admitted to the preparatory
antique class, no special effort has pre¬
viously been made to accommodate the lit¬
tle ones. The services of two extra in¬
structors will be secured for this class, and
Saturday morning will be given over to the
younger students. In Detroit, where this
syttem has been in vogue for a good many
years, it has proved of benefit to the stu¬
dents, who started in at an early age, and
as they mow ole.er their drawing excels thai
of the other students. The importance of
beginning any study early cannot be too
strongly emphasized, and in drawing it is
especially valuable, as even the youngest
en.id t tn gain someining through a shar¬
pened faeully of observation and in a cer¬
tain manual dexterity.

*
* *

For the holiday entertainment this year
a couple of plays have been substituted In
place of the Christmas tree, which was the
source of so much enjoyment last year.
Carroll Institute Mall has been secured for
the evening of January .'1, and the artists
and their friends will take part in the two
plays produced. Alma Tadema's drama,
called "The Silent Voice," will occupy the
first part of 'he evening, and the remainder
of the time will be given up to a laughable
farce called "My Lord and Livery." Music
will also add to the enjoyment of the oc¬
casion.

*
? *

Miss Lillian Cook has commenced work
on the three large tapestries that she Is
painting for a convent in Wilmington, Del.
All of the pictures are biblical in subject,
the first of the series representing Christ
blessing little children. It contains many
figures, and is the most complex of all the
cynxases In its composition, the others
containing only two or three figures. Miss
Ccok has not much more than laid in the
colors 01: this tapestry, and will probably
be occupied for many weeks before the
series is finished.

*
* *

Among the new pictures at Fischer's
there is an especially attractive canvas by
Sir Thomas "Lawrence, showing three
charming cherub heads. The heads are
somewhat similar to Reynolds' arrange¬
ment o£ five different views of the same
little maid, but the painting lacks a little of
the sweetness and grace of Sir Joshua's fa¬
mous work. The coloring is not the chief
charm of this group by Lawrence, and it
delights the beholder mainly by the expres¬
sion in the faces. Other pictures now at
Fischer's are the portrait by Watson Gor¬
don and Hilton's interesting imaginative
canvas.

m
* *

At Tyler's gallery, which has Just been
openetl on Connecticut avenue, there are
a number of interesting canvases, both
in landscape and In figure painting. The
collection differs materially from similar
ones that have been shown here in that It
is not compoxed of foreign pot boilers, but
is largely made up of a good grade of
American work.

*
* ?

There was placed on exhibition at the
Corcoran Gallery a few days ago a paint¬
ing by Mr. Peter Baumgras, formerly of
this city, now of Chicago, which Is at¬
tracting considerable attention, and es¬

pecially from scientists, both on account
of its subject and the intelligent and care¬
ful manner in which It Is treated. It is en¬
titled, "Beauties from the Ocean," and
represents a brilliant collection of sea
shells, the iridescent colors of which are
reproduced with rare fidelity and success.
Mr. Baumgras" ol4 friends here will be
pleased to learn that he expects to visit
Washington next spring.

*
? *

Mr. F. P. Knott of New York is in the
city, and will occupy Mr. Uhl's studio, 614
17th street, for some time.

BUYING AND SELLING
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French Brokers and Their Way of)
Doing Business.
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f! <
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A GOVERNMENT MONOPOLY

Special Correspondence of The Evening Star.

PARIS, December !», IS*"-
IXT Y SI X O O R -

inthian columns
igracefully support a

broad poitico al.
around the great
building. 230 feet
square by l<"t> feet
wide, and nearly It*
feet high. where the
wild animals of the
Paris stock exchange
are parked off in a

case of their own.
It was begun by

the first Napoleon, at
the lime when the Rothschilds were mak¬
ing their great fortune. He was great
enough to see that the exchange of money
was bound to be a power in the world
which even enormous armies could not
fight against. The place had before been
occupied by nuns who bore the name ot
Daughters of Saint Thomas Aquinas. The
revolution swept them clean from the fact
of the earth, and the money changers took
their place and have held it ever since.
Soon the Paris bourse took a definite

rank a"hiong the nations. It became the
great exchange between countries having
chiotly gold ami those which abounded ir.
silver. This continued until the adoptionof the gold standard became fairly gen¬
eral. under the leadership of Prince Bis¬
marck. It is still a reason why France
looks favorably 011 the proi>osiUons of bi-
metai'ism. But it is the curious anima¬
tion of the place, with its singular otticial
customs, which must must have struck
our commissioners.Senator Wolcott, Gi 11-
eral Payne and ex-Vice President Steven¬
son.in their recent visits to Paris to urgethe French "to do something for silver."
There is 110 more shouting than in Bon-

don and New York, and 110 more horse¬
play, which breaks out wherever grown
men get excited together and allow the old
boyishness to burst forth. But the look of
the place, the division of the brokers, the
outdoor part of it, like the cafe life ot
thise exteriorized Frenchmen, Is novel and,
at first sight, a perfect riddle even to those
most versed in the menagerie ways of bulls
and bears at home.

Onl> Sixty Kenl llroUcr*.
First of all. as in almost everything in

France, there is a government monopoly
at the Paris, bourse. From the lime of the
first Napoleon only sixty men are ever
licensed to buy and sell stocks on the tloor.
They stand insid# a long space railed in to
separate tliem from outside and unofficial
brokers, clerks and spectators. In the cen¬
ter of their space there Is a second circular
railing, against which these authorized
agents bolster their backs and look calmly
out on their tellows when they have some¬
thing to sell.
The sixty men inside this "corbeille," or

basket, are the "Agents de Change" or the
Paris bourse, men holding an otucial posi¬tion to which they have attained *-Uh dif¬
ficulty, only on condition of paying
UOU and more when a place becomes vacant,aird having fortune and experience wi.ieh
hat:=ttes both the .otuel members and the
guwrnmert Itseif. The French Agent de
Cb-inge is, thwt rot e, a ditferent man lrotn
one who buys a seat in tli'- Bondon or New
1 iji U stock exchanges. He is almost a
government official as he leans over the
railing which separates hnn from the out-
sidt bri kers, any one of whom may be
richer and .engaged in far gieater opera¬tions than himself.
These official agents nave a clerk a

piece, who arrives at the bourse a hall
hour before the work of the day begins.
The agents' hours are strictly limited to
the time between noon and 11 o'clock. The
cierks at 11.30 transact the cash orders
which they have received, as the lofty dig¬
nity of ill- agents permits them to deal
only in operations on a time limit. Tlv-
day's average price is made up from tne
accouifls of these clerks.
As sixty men cannot do at this end of

the nineteenth century what they w. re
unable to do even at its beg.nniug, thcic
is a gr-.it numhi r of unofficial brokers to
help them in handling the world's stocks.
These al" not to be confounded with buck¬
et-shop brokers: on the contrary, they are
mtn or known position, and in many cases
of equal importance with members of our
own stock exchanges.

The OutHiilr Men.

They are divided intu three sets, only
one of which is allowed to operate on the
floor of the bourse, outside and to the
left of the sacr;*d railing reserved to the
official agents. This constitutes the side
market of French rentes or public funds.
The remainder of these unofficial brokers

are relegated to the outside porch, with
a roof, indeed, above their heads, but only
the Corinthian columns to protect them
from winds and drifting rain. There they
form the two other recognized markets:
and it is their noise and antics, seen across
the public place in front of the long steps
of the bourse, which gives the first im¬
pression of the Paris money market.
One group forms a stock market In the

promiscuous sense-that is. foreign public
fi nds and bonds, foreign bank stocks, and
a quant'ty of other stocks and bonas and
new issues, many of which cannot be rec¬
ognized by the official bourse. This mar¬
ket subdivides Itself into two howling cir¬
cles to the left of the portico. On the right
Is the retraining market, noisier still-that
of cash operations.
All the^e non-ofllHal operators are calle.i

the "Coulisse" (slips), but not every one
can sail in among them. They form dis-
t'net corporations, according to the marke;in which they deal, and are duly registered
to facilitate the settling of a':7"'1,;,,;T^^ev have to make a deposit of to
be registered in French funds, and Jio.ono
to (he general stock market, which is 110th-
ii c If taken as a guarantee for the vast
operations many of them enter into.

Where th«- Public DenlH.

These "conysslerp" have also their clerks,
running about with the little books on
which they -note' the operations, and by
which disputes art settled. The clerks of¬
ten do all tite work, for the wealthy side
broker may J»e fqc too afraid of colds and
sore threat to tcust himself to the open
porch. wher#; every one shouts together.
o:- seems to." at 7<*ast, to the puzzled on¬
looker. It is'' ne "dless to say that the gen¬
eral public, when >t desires to take a flyer
at stocks, limits its dealings to these brok¬
ers of the ptrch.

... ...But there Is ye' another Important class
of financial agents, living by operations at
the Paris bourse iWho are still far removed
from the discredit of the bucket shop.
They are cilled ''bankers," and it is their
business to IM"3 orders on to the brokers,
whether amcng the sixty members or the
toulissiers of the porch- and they see to
the execution of the orders for their clients.
They even require more ready capital than
the side brokers, »Aose operations are
more purelj speculative.
Finally come the "remlsiers," a sort of

general agents or drummers among the
clients that speculate In stocks. They are
paid either by the broker on the latter's
commission or by the client on his profits.Some of this latter class also are men of
independent fortune, with an established
custom.

It would take an experienced eye to sep-atnte the crowd at the bourse into all
thet-e tifferent classes. The official agents.In their railing, a-e obvious enough, and
any man may go in Lu look at them. La¬
dies must go up a staircase to an upper gal¬lery, whence they can look down; but the
view has been obscured since the anarchist
scared by a wire netting stretched across to
prevent the throwing of bombs down on the
heads of these rich "proprios." A man may
a.so circulate freely cn the porch; also he
may attract the attention of these money

buyers and s^lltrs, vliose nerves are tense
and only demand a moment of relief.

Wtlle Side Shows.
A tall American, thin, clean shaven, as

the fashion now is among- his countrymen,
hut Is not in France, suddenly sees with
dismay his tall and polished hat roll down
the steps. Which of these yelling men.
"six and a half, six and five-eighths'.has
done it? He looks round In wrath ill-con¬
tained and receives general applause If
he gracefully accepts the situation, picks

«f lia* an<* w^.lks placidly on the group
which has once saluted him will not honor
!um., a sw~on<* attention, not even on
the day after, unless he is quite forgotten.
But if he curses French manners hi Is like-
i e 'lis warrn reception repeated at
the hands of other groups, and so on until
his temper has Improved and he has
learned to be once more a boy among these
speculators, who are boys also.in their odd
moments.
The usual French Industries nourish along

the porch. A woman has charge of the
chairs, which the brokers draw up in
squares and circles, according to the stocks
they sell and buy. When the market is
lively clerks and agents mount to look
over heads and gesticulate in unison with
tneir frantic cries and offers. Along the
side porches others retire to sit ..eside some
convenient pillar and smoke or read their
paper, or snooze in the sunny weather.
At the magic hour of :! comes round tho

woman.only representative of femininity,
otherwise so preponderant in French life-
makes her way here and there and every¬
where to collect the two sous which are
her own little benelice on the operations of
the day. A substantial broker, who has
sold heavily at a profit, shows his light¬
some spirits by searching In vain for the
copper coins which she demands of him in
the shriekimr tores that even woman uses
in this curious place.

STERLING I1EILIG.

UNIVERSITY NOTES

Georectown University.
The last lecture of the first term at the

law school was delivered by Prof. Baker
last evening. Beginning with yesterday,
examinations will be held in the junior,
senior and post-graduate classes on the
work gone over during the past three
months. The Christmas recess will extend
from Thursday next until the tirst Monday
of 'OS.
A special meeting of the Law School De¬

bating Society was held Thursday evening.
The debate, on the question. "Resolved,
That the Hawaiian Islands should i.e an¬
nexed to the United States," was decided
in favor of Messrs. Sehade and Brown, the
negative speakers, who had as their op¬
ponents Messrs. McCarthy and J. VV. Bing-
"nnm.
The Dramatic Club intends to take a trip

to Baltimore some time after the Christ¬
mas holidays.
On Washington's birthday the annurl

Merrick debate will be held.
1 he base ball team intends to commence

iniioor practice as soon as possible.
Richard Sheridan's "The Critic" will be

presented by the Dramatic Society in the
near future.
The Philonomosian Society, at Its last

meeting, discusser, the wisdom of the recent
action of the Georgia legislature in pro¬
hibiting foot ball within that state. Messrs.
Helming and Dtffy and Murphy and
Gracey were the speakers on the affirma¬
tive and negative, respectively.
The examinations in mechanics for the

senior class were held Thursday and yes¬
terday.
B. J. Wefers of Georgetown will compete

at the irdoor athletic meet to be held in
New York city.
Wednesday will be the last day this year

on which attendance will be required of
the students in the various classes. The
lower classes wili have their examinations
immediately after the reopening on Jan¬
uary 3.

Culiwibiiin I niversity.
The Call appeared yesterday for the sec¬

ond time this year. It is the intention of
the editors, with the co-operation of the
students, to enlarge the paper.
The l.aw School Debating Society will

hold a meeting on Saturday, January S, for
the purpose of electing officers. A special
meeting was called for Thursday evening.
The last meeting hail as the speakers
Messrs. W. T. Harris. W. I'. Varney ami
B. C. Perkins, affirmative, and Messrs. A.
E. Snow, A. Wells and Granville Lewis,
negative, and the topic for the evening
was "Resolved, That Cuban belligerency
should lie recognized by the United States."
"Resolved, That Congress should enact a

general ar.ti-trust law," has been selected
as the question l'or discussion this evening,
and Messrs. J. I*. Fontron, I*'. L. Tarbox
and J. S. Reader wili be heard on the af¬
firmative side, and Messrs. J. I*. Gray, C.
E. Pholps and A. W. Patterson will up¬
hold the negative.
A meeting was held last Saturday even¬

ing by the students of the Corcoran Scien¬
tific school, the purpose being to organize
a class lor the study of parliamentary law.
The American Chemical Society will meet

December -.> and 31 at the university.
The Glee, Panjo, Mandolin and Guitar

Club will hold a meeting Tuesday next.
'1 iie Society for Philosophical Inquiry

held a meeting at the university Tuesday.
Prof. Wiley did not lecture on Tuesday

last, as was intended, but the address for
that day was postponed until next week.
Some of Columbian's foot ball players will

probably participate in the game at Na¬
tional Park on Christmas.

t'nl hoi ie I Diversity.
The Christmas recess will extend from

noon Thursday to January 4.
General Greely delivered the last public

lecture of the year Thursday on the sub¬
ject, "The Golu Fields of Alaska." Com¬
missioner C. L>. Wright will inaugurate a

course of addresses next year on "Political
Economy."
The dogmatic sermon last Sunday was

delivered by the Rev. B. Haberstrougti.
Rev. Dr. Garrigan, the vice rector,

preached a charity sermon in St. Paul's,
Baltimore, last Sunday.
The Rev. Morris O'Connor. Rev. Edward

O'Connor and Rev. Wm. Higgins. who are
in deacon's orders, have left the university
to go into retreat, preparatory to their
ordination into the priesthood.
Mgr. Conaty opened the course of lec¬

tures at Villanova College, Philadelphia,
Wednesday night, the subject of his dis¬
course being "The Duty of the Catholic
College Man In American Life." Next Sun¬
day he will preach the consecration sermon
at the dedication of the altars of St. Au¬
gustine's Church. Brooklyn, N. Y. his sub¬
ject being "The Necessity of Dogma in Re¬
ligion."
Next Thursday evening Rev. Thomas J.

Shahan will deliver a lecture before the
University Club.
The Rt. Rev. Mgr. Conaty will celebrate

the silver jubilee of his consecration to the
priesthood on Tuesday, and it is his inten¬
tion to return to his home for the event.
In honor of the occasion the students and
faculty of the university tendered him a
reception last evening. In response to ad-
drosses the rector expressed Ids gratifica¬
tion an I pleasure at the legald manifested
by the university faculty and students.

Uu\var<| University.
The reserve foot ball eleven met an eleven

from the Colored Hig-h School of this city
last Saturday, and a game wits scheduled
for today with the strong Wayland team.
This will probably be the last game of the
season.
Last Saturday evening the C. E. topic

was: "One Thing I Have Learned From
Paul's Life or Teachings," and J.B. Brown,
the leader. Tonight the subject will be!
"Our Sins, and How to Get Rid of Them."
The December issue of the Journal will

appear in a few days.
Last evening's program at the meeting of

the Eureka was as follows: Recitation,
Miss Scipio; declamation, H. W. Payne-
roper, J. E. Smith; reading. Miss White-
sell; debate, "Resolved, That Intemper¬
ance Has Been More Destructive Than
War." with R. S. Pugh and R. H. Merri-
wether as affirmative and negative speak¬
ers, respectively. Next week there will be
no meeting. -

The Alpha Phi Society, in order to ac¬
custom its members to public speaking, pro¬
poses to give a series of public debates,
the first to occur some time next month.
"Magna Charta" was the subject of a pa¬
per read before tilat organization last
nlg'ht.
The holidays begin Thursday, the 23d in¬

stant, and continue until the first Monday
of the rew year.

Positive.
From ruck.
Cholly."Are you positive she is not in?"
The Maid."1 am; I'd lose my job if I

wasn't."

HI \Tlx;

ON THE ISLE OF MAN
Curious Customs That Are Still Ob- j

served at Christmas Time.

MANY ARE OF ANCIENT 0E1G1N

Meeting of the Choirsin a Musical

Competition.

THE HUNTING OF THE WREN

Written f'>r The Evening Star.
In Manxland. or Ihe Isle of Man, a few

practices of ancient origin are still ob-
servetl at Christmastide, the tike of which
seem not tD exist elsewhere.
The first reminder to Manxmen that

Christmas is approaching comes from "the
fiddlers," who commence to "call" every
family of any consequence four or live
weeks before the advent of the festive day.
A party of two or three "fiddlers" set out
about :t o'clock every morning, excepting
Sundays, playing all kinds of lively airs,
it being the duty of one of the party to
salute the families so honored by them in
a loud, distinct voice, after this fashion:
"Good morning. Mr. Quayle; good morning.
Mrs. Quayle; good morning. Master John
(the eldest son): good morning all the rest
of the family: past 4 o'clock, a line, frosty
morning." And so they continue from
house to house, varying the salutation ac-
cording to tile members ot the family and
the weather, the state ot which they never
fail to mention. -Boys and girls lie awake
o' nights to hear the tiddlers: and some¬
times the former steal noiselessly out of
the house and accompany the musicians
on their matutinal tour.

Competition ot tlie Choir*.
One of the oldest customs in the Isle of

Man is the meeting on Christmas eve of
all the choirs of each parish in their re¬

spective parish churches for the singing
of carols and Christmas anthems. For¬
merly these were rendered In the Manx
language: and even yet this practice pre¬
vails in some of the country places, al-
though in the majority of cases Knglish is
now used. In addition to the church choir.
those of the Methodist and Primitive chap¬
els are usually present, these being the
only denominations that exist among the
genuine Manx besides the Kstabiished
Church. The meeting of choirs is called
the "Oeil Verry" (pronounced Gel Very),
which has about it all the elements of
rivalry and excitement characteristic of
a political convention in the I'uited States.
From about 1" o'clock until nr.i*lnipht the
churches are crowded with the parishion-
ers, and during these hours the ehoirs sing
their very best, not all together, but by
turns and in a spirit of the warnnst emu¬
lation. Sometimes, also, choirs ftom con¬

tiguous parishes meet in seme panicular
church for the same purpose, an 1 then the
competition and excitement are still more
intense. Tumultuous applause from their
friends reward the efforts of e tch, fcr the
Manx are a musical people, gifted with line
voices, and to an unusual degree endowed
with the power of song. A kind of jury
decides which choir is the victor, this one.
however, receiving no prize. The honor or
being declared the best choir is all that is
sought after.

MiikIiik enrol*.
In the days gone by there was much

drinking of jough, or Manx ale. both be¬
fore and after the Oeil Verry. and it was

considered fortunate if the affair did not
end in a free fight between the partisans
of the competing choirs. Rut tea drink¬
ing and social pleasures at home ha\ e
taken the place of convivial meetings and
angry discussions at the "public house.'
After the Oeil Verry the choirs set out at
once to sing Christmas hymns before the
tesidences of their respective church mem¬
bers. accompanied by crowds of young i>eo-
ple of both sexes, who are drawn by the
charm of the beautiful Christmas music.
But outside the church gates and before
separating they unite in singing,

Christiana, awake, salute tit" happy morn
Whereon 'be Savior «t mankind «a« born,

pulling heart and soul as well as voice
Into the magnificent old melody, the
strains of which are carried for miles
around in the stillness of that witching
hour." As previously arranged, the choirs
are entertained at some house with a sub¬
stantial breakfast during their tour of
singing. No alcoholic beverages apiiear on
such occasions, their use being rigorously
prohibited among church members through¬
out the island, where tea drinking in a
thousand ways is a universal custom at
both public and private functions. The re¬
sult is that Christmas morning, notwith¬
standing that every one then keeps open
house, is unmarked by noise or disorder:
and at o or ti o'clock all go home to bed
sober, happy and clear-headed, to snatch
a few hours' sleep as prepartion for the
coming pleasures of the day.

The tinme of CaniHg:.
On Christmas day the unaccountable

practice prevails of indiscriminately shoot¬
ing birds and game. On that day every
person who possesses a gun seems anx¬
ious to use it. A unique insular sport
called camag. somewhat like the Knglish
hockey, is also then indulged in by both
men and boys. It is played with great
skill.
Christmas with the Manx terminates on

St Stephen's day, I>ecember »!, which is
a national holiday. It is celebrated in a

peculiar manner. Throughout the island
large parties of men mtet together to
hunt the hare, which is pursued over hill
and dale with well-trained greyhounds,
amid the wildest excitement. Nearly the
whole adult male population turns out to
witness these annual hunts, which last
until sundown, and during which many
miles of the wild mountain lands are
scoured and beaten to find "poor puss."
the only remnant of the four-footed game
once found abundantly in the island. Con¬
nected with this day also Is the strange,
mysterious custom called "Hunt the wren.'
the origin and history of which tradition
alone offers any account.

Haatlac the Wren.
The Celtic legend, which offers the only

explanation of -ts existence, is as follows:
Once upon a time there lived in Man a
terrible witch, who was forever contriving
evil to the Inhabitants. Her necromancies
at length grew to be & scourge to the
whole island, cattle dying and people per¬
ishing as If by a plague. At this Juncture
St. Patrick, who was then In Man, was
apt-ealed <o, and he at once laid a curse
upon the witch, by virtue of which she
was transformed into a wren. In this guise
she was hunted and pursued by thoae
whom she had so long persecuted, until
she perished. And from that day to this
the custom of hunting the wren has been
annually observed. St. Stephen's day Is
.'Hunt-the-Wren day." But the tiny crea-
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The i:n>ct of \ervons nnil Ith, uinntlo
I'nins on IIIk Iron t'onnfllHtliiH.

I.crlin l> tt. r t.» tli.- l>'ii«|..(i i ¦|)r«-iii.-l..
It has been already suffl-lently establish.-d

that there was absolutely nothing to Ju«-
tiry the recent unfavorable t.ports .bout
Prince Bismack's state of health. Tli.- . x-
chi.ncellor now lives entirely in the p..st,
and has little or no influence on th.- dir-- ¦-

Hon taken by current affairs. A
however, behind the four walls if his sim¬
ple country chateau is always interesting,
especially whi-.. his fa\'ore J fri.-ii.ls a. t as
glides. by telling us how readily he <]i!lS
into the inexmiustiole treasures of his .-a-

pai lous memory, an.l relates in captivating
tone, with the eloquence of a master of
conversation, stones from th- rich expe¬
rience of his active official life. Prince
li.smarck still has an iron constitution.
. hat enables him to enjoy ih.- pleasures
cf life with a greater zest than generally
falls to the lot of an octogenarian. II.
suffers. It is true, acutely at times from
nervous facial and rheumatic pains, but.
as with all men of gigantic energy It Is
on.y when these attacks are unusually vio¬
lent that his ten'per and powers r en¬
joyment are perceptibly affected th. :,y.
There is a good measure of novelt\ in th«

apparently monotonous dally life .it Fried-
rlchsruh. The lord of the chateau de¬
votedly served by the dependents, his sec¬

retary and his physician, who pavs h m
.o.aslonal visits. rarely, if ever, sh.-ws
himself before the midday meal, l.u; .!> n
he is always in good form. Although, in
order to prevent a constant flow of
P jj generally given OMt that his Male of
nealth does not permit him to r »eeiv vis¬
itors. friends of th,. family constantlv dine
or lunch with him. an«l I »r. <*hyFand. r. his
secretary, often meets people at the sta-
flcn to conduct them to th' manor, in order
that the prince may impart his views to
the out. r world. The venerable Mate m ,n
thoroughly enjoys his m-als. and it .>
s- athinp plance »>f disdain that lie turns
ricm under his beetling- brows on the in¬
dividual who tannot tike his .-har. ,,f tie-
rtm-class brands of "hamp mn... .M, -u. ,.r
Rhine wines which .ire brought a:* from
the broad bins of the c ip;, itmv ,,».
wOto declines to puff the p.-i.-.-.-ss liVxa'i a",
offered to him. At one of his pirli,-
na-ntary luncheons in llerlin. win I,. Aas
in .he zenith of his power, the i.rir,
discussing With ni. th< quality ,,f ,-igar
u nt Herbert had just giv-n me and

remarked: "Ah. you are a lucky fellow to
be able to smoke that cigar. 1 u-.-d tj
prefer cigar smoking, and smoked a lot
of them In former days, but v.-ry siio"g
°i'PS onl>' allowe.1 ih.'- luxury
?t p!p,i*, ,

Th'' Ifn^e always sn.ok.s
pipes, which are carefully and regularly liif-
ed an I! relilled for him by his attendant. A
pictorial idea of the domestic life at Kried-
ricrsiuh is very well given in Khler's well-
known sketches. The ptince is fond of
driving and walking, and is not always re-
stiuined from outdior exercise of this
kind by rain or otherwise inclement weath¬
er, and lucky, indeed, are those Individuals
who have the privilege of accompanying
him, for he treats them to an incessant
now of conversation, didactic and narrative
° PUbHc man ever excelled him in the

power of sarcasm, which is at times ex¬
ceedingly pungent and biting
Few people are more delighted than

Prince Bismarck at the receipt of gifts, and
certainly nobody was ever favored with
more liberal donations of all kinds Par¬
rels of Bavarian beer, the choicest wines
from the Khine and the Moselle, the finest
salmon that come out of the rivers of the
fatherland, eatables ami drinkables of the
very tiest. are continually finding their way
to Friedriohsruh from alinlrers at home
ar.d abroad. The best gardens and con¬
servatories, also, are stripped of their choic¬
est fruits and flowers, for Bismarck is also
an ardent admirer of flowers. Koscs he is
particularly fond of. and 1 had an op|M»r-
tunity this summer of discovering that
he prefened. above all. dark kinds. A
tastefully arranged basket of roses was
ordered for him from a Hamburg florist.who
dispatched them to KrieJrk-hsruli un«l»-r
the care of a young female attendant trum
his shop. She was ushered into the garden
afltr the family luncheon, where the prince
was admiring a lino young wild i. ar shot
that morn.ng by his kee|>er. Th.- prince
took the accompanying envelope and r.-eog-
n:zed the name of the donor, mak'ng a
remark, with a smile, to one of his com¬
panions; then, visibly pleased, he turned to
the basket of flow ers and said: "How I love
ro.-es: and these are d;trk ones! Most p-o-
pl> send me light-colored roses, but 1 much
prefer these, and the color suits a man
of my age infinitely better." With the
capricious!!ess, however, of a much-courted
beauty, the prince so.ui forgets his count¬
less floral girts, and '.he carefully devised
attentions are not unfrequently left un¬
acknowledged. .-< neglect for which, how¬
ever, he cannot be said to Ih* personally
responsible, as. doubtless, bis instruction's
and wishes In this respect are not always
carried out.

(¦real Wall of <*hiaa.
Kn m the Inverness ('.Kiricr.
Thi-t wall was recently measured by Mr.

7 nthank, an American engineer engaged on
the survey for a Chinese railway. His
measurement gave the height IS feet.
Every few hundred yards there is a tower
25 feet high. The foundation of the wall is
of solid granite. For 1,300 miles the wall
goes over plains and mountains, every foot
of the foundation being of solM granite,
and the rest of the structure solid masonry!
In some places the wall is built smooth up
against the bank, or crosses a precipice
where there Is a sheer descent of 1.V00 feet

"This looks like But It was only a
an invitation to practical J o k e ..

dinner." Ufe.


